Lab Report Instructions (Rubric)
General Info (5pts)
· Title: this should be relatively short and reflect the content of the experiment.

· Names: yours and those of the people performing the experiment with you.

· Dates: start dates and end dates for the experiment you are performing.

· Class period

Problem (5pts)
· The purpose statement.

· This statement should describe, in a few sentences, the reason you are conducting the experiment.

· It should state the problem you are trying to test or the question you are trying to answer.

Background (15 pts)
· A written description of related scientific information or observations.

· This is where the concepts needed to understand the experiment are explained to the reader.

· You may use books, notes, internet or any other source of information to complete this section.  (HINT: Your book and notes should be sufficient)

Hypothesis (5 pts)
· This is the educated answer to the question you posed in your problem.

· It should be written, for Biology, in an If/Then statement.

· It is your guess about the outcome of the experiment.

· This should be ONE sentence

Materials (5pts)
· A concise list of ALL materials, equipment, solutions, or organisms used.

· This list should include quantities if applicable.

Procedures (15 pts)
· The list of steps taken in performing the experiment.

· The list should be numbered.

· The steps should be written in complete sentences.

· Include EVERY step taken in the experiment as well as the quantities of materials used in each step.

· Think of this as a recipe with when to do a step, how to do the step, amount used, and what equipment/supplies used for each step.

Data (20 pts)
· All data should be recorded in this section.

· Data tables or some form of organization should be used when recording data.  A graph may be created.
· All quantitative (numerical) and qualitative (non-numerical) data should be recorded in this section.

Analysis (15 pts)
· Interpret your data – What does all your data mean?

· Answer any questions in complete sentences.

Conclusion (15 pts)
· This should be a paragraph summary of your results.

· This should address:

·  the problem or question being studied 

· was your hypothesis supported or disproved

· use your data to explain your support or disproval of the hypothesis

· explain any error that may have been involved in the experiment

· any questions you have after performing the experiment that you could study next.
